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deeper force, a diviner power, which touch the very
soul of man and awaken it to an inner truth than
what the works outwardly suggest. A light from
above dawned on the vision of the artists. It was
the light of the world of eternal beauty and bliss,
whose glimpses the artists had; and having created
out of the very centre of that vision, they were able
to enliven their work with some ray of that infinite
Splendour, some portion of that immortal Ananda.
It is this in Ajanta that endows it with the supreme
virtue of captivating the soul of man, opening to
his intuition the greatness and grandeur of that
perfect world into which the present is destined to
be reborn. The discerning spectator perceives in
Ajanta this supernal glory and breaks into words
that shoot straight from the inmost core of his
heart.

The monk-artists in their moments of inspiration
rose far above the boundaries of their theology and
saw and created in the vastness of the realms that
are eternally immune from theinavsion of mind-
made distinctions. Consecrated in thought and
feeling to the Most High, contemplative and self-
controlled, these Fra Angelicos of Ajanta have woven
in the dim solitude of their rocky retreat such mystic
marvels of beauty and sublimity that mirror the
profundities of the abiding truth of existence and
point to a brighter future not only for the art of
India but also for the race that has produced
them.